CONTRIBUTION   TO  NATIONAL  LIFE	163
These three works along with his speeches, and his
articles contributed to various journals from time to tuna,
portray clearly Romesh Dutt's thinking on the economic
problems of India, and his contribution to the development
of such thought in India in the subsequent period. The
main theses developed by him in these works have already
been noticed. It is worthwhile to reiterate, however, that
his main contribution to the thinking on Indian Economics
lay in the fact that he approached the problems from
the Indian point of view, which in fact is the only relevant
point of view, and not from that of the rulers. The econo-
mic writings on India hitherto available were from thei latter
point of view which claimed that India had prospered under
British rule. As evidence thereof it was pointed out that
the country had been opened up with the help of the Rail-
ways, that peace had been established throughout the country
and that India's growing prosperity was reflected in the
growing volume for her foreign trade. Romesh Dutt assailed
all these comfortable hypotheses. He conceded that India
enjoyed peace under British rule, and that the Railways had
opened up large parts! of the country, but pointed out that
this had been done with, British capital which had been
guaranteed a good rate of return. He contended that there
was a tendency to extend the Railways beyond the econo-
mic needs of India to provide employment for British
capital. His main point of attack, however, was that India,
unlike any other civilised country in the world, was subject
to recurring famines. This, he pointed out, was due to
•extortionate land assessment which left the peasant resource-
less even in normal times., and quite unable to meet; a
situation of scarcity arising out of drought or flood. He
complained bitterly against Government expenditure, spe-
cially expenditure designed to support Britain's aggressive

